Minutes of a Meeting on Judaism Genre/Form Headings, August 29, 2011

Present: Nahid Gerstein, Roger Kohn, Aaron Kuperman, Jasmin Nof, Aaron Taub, and Janis Young

The group convened to review headings proposed at an initial meeting and to consider feedback given by catalogers at Jewish Theological Seminary of America (JTS).

Janis noted that in the religion genre/form project, the preference will be to stay at the higher level.  In other words, terms will be general and not preceded by religious adjectives (Christian, Jewish, etc.).  If a term can be found across traditions, the practice will be to use that term rather than the term specific to a particular religion.  If a concept/practice is unique to a particular religion, the term for that concept/practice can be considered.  

Janis also noted that there is currently a proposal under consideration to have a MARC field denoting the particular religion in the bibliographic record for the work being cataloged.     

The question of specificity regarding prayers was discussed extensively.  It was felt by many that “Prayers” was simply too broad for a genre/form heading.  However, the degree of specificity needed required further investigation.  The group decided to postpone the question of specificity vis-à-vis prayer to a future meeting.

Bentsher/Birkon (Use Benedictions”; Do not create a separate g/f for the different occasions such as bar/bat mitzvah, wedding, etc.)
Hasidic biographies (Use 655 Biographies)
Hasidic hagiographies (Use 655 Biographies)
Hasidic legends   (Use 655 Legends with Topical Hasidim—Legends)
Jewish art (Postponed until the Art Genre/Form Project)

Jewish Bedtime prayers (Consider Bedtime prayers)

Jewish Benedictions

Jewish Bible fiction (postponed until Fiction Genre/Form Project)
Jewish Bible stories
Jewish Biographies

Jewish cantorial music (postponed until Music Genre/Form Project)
Jewish Eulogies

Jewish fallen soldiers biographies/Israeli fallen soldier biographies (Couple 655 Biographies with 650 Class of Person $v Biography)

Jewish funeral sermons (Currently a topical sh; use as a g/f for works containing Jewish funeral sermons)

Jewish hymns (postponed until Music Genre/Form Project)

Jewish legends (Currently a topical sh; use as a g/f for works containing Jewish legends)

Jewish outreach literature (kiruv; NOT missionary/conversion literature): (Requires further investigation.  More likely a topical sh)

Jewish Prayers for the Traveler (Requires further investigation; postpone until g/f meeting regarding prayers)
Jewish religious dramas (Postpone until Literature Genre/Form Project)

Jewish religious fiction
(Postpone until Literature Genre/Form Project)

Jewish religious poetry
(Postpone until Literature Genre/Form Project)

Jewish religious detective fiction
(Postpone until Literature Genre/Form Project)

Jewish religious suspense fiction
(Postpone until Literature Genre/Form Project)

Jewish religious films (Religious films is already a g/f heading)
Jewish religious newspapers and periodicals (Not a g/f heading.  Consider???)
Jewish religious radio programs (Religious radio programs is already a g/f heading)
Jewish religious television programs (Religious televisions programs is already a g/f heading)
Jewish religious objects (Religious articles is currently on the ATLA list.  Is “Religious objects” clearer??  The terms below, in addition to the terms proposed by the JTS catalogers, are too specific for LCGF and will not be included.
Hamsas

Jewish Amulets

Jewish spice boxes

Jewish wedding canopies

Ketubot

Kiddush cups

Menorah

Mizrah signs

Shofar 

Shivitis

Tallitot

Tefillin

Torah scrolls

Zizith
Musar literature  (Really a topical sh)
Nigunim (Postpone until Music G/F Project)

Parashiyot ha-shavua/Publications on Weekly Torah portion (TO BE CONSIDERED)

Purim shpiels (Postpone until Literature G/F Project)

Rabbinical Biographies

Rabbinical Collectible cards (Not inherently a religious g/f, postponed)
Rabbinical Hagiographies
